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Technical Reform, Wartime Self-Fashioning, and Anti-Japanese War Narrative in Xu Beihong’s

Self-Portrait
Yang Hua

Abstract Focusing on Self-Portrait, an anti-Japanese war-themed Chinese painting created by Xu Beihong in 1938, this study remedies

the insufficient attention paid to his self-portraits in previous research. As his only self-portrait in the form of Chinese painting and the only
one with a direct anti-Japanese theme, this work holds significant academic value for advancing the research on his self-portraits and the
investigation of wartime art. Adopting the methods of formal analysis and iconography, the study examines the internal logic of the painting:
constructing an anti-Japanese war narrative through the imagery of "armed figure, ancient trees, broken rocks and flowing water", achieving
technical innovation by integrating Western realism with traditional Chinese brush and ink techniques, and shaping the image of a "cultural
warrior". Relevant discussions reveal that Self-Portrait realizes the triple unity of self-representation, formal innovation and wartime mission,
serving as an important practice in the reform of Chinese painting and a typical model for its modern transformation.

Keywords Xu Beihong; Self-Portrait; reform of Chinese painting; bearing Dao through art; anti-Japanese war narrative
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